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The International Peace Day in Germany 2007: A Beginning

Only this year the International Peace Day has become a focal point for joint 
activities in Germany. In that country, September 1st is since the 1950s a day of anti-
war and anti-militarization activities. At that very day Nazi-Germany had started 
the Second World war in 1939, and until now many people are aware of that fact 
and try to keep up memories and remembrance. It was the Platform for Peaceful 
Conflict Management which took the initiative and invited its members to develop 
the International Day of Peace into another day of activities and awareness raising. 
Complementary to September 1st, the September 21st shall emphasize the constructive elements 
of conflict prevention, and it shall underline the achievements that can be touched upon in 
peacebuilding. So the chosen headline was: "Make the Worldwide Peace Building Visible". As 
representatives for all the peacebuilders around the world, three of them were invited to Bonn in 
order to share their experiences and make public what is almost always hidden: the silent work for 
peace in the middle of fighting and war, and the work for reconciliation and the healing of the 
inner wounds after the fighting is over, and the war rests within the heads and souls of the people. 
The celebration began with a public event in the morning, followed by a workshop session in the 
afternoon and ended with a dinner in the home of a member of the Women’s Network for 
Peace. The international network "Peace In Action" accompanied the event with action theatre 
in the streets of Bonn before the September 1st and with an exhibition of the activities at the 
September 21st.

The beginning of the event took place in the Auditorium of the Museum of fine arts in Bonn



Ute Hegener, spokesperson of the German Platform for Peaceful Conflict Management, recalled 
that "you can risk your life when you engage in peace building. In countries like White Russia or 
Chechnya, people who are committed to peace, are getting arrested, simply because they 
dare to light a candle to honour this day and put it on the windowsill."

Helmut Joisten, one of the mayors of Bonn, 
welcomed the visitors: "Today it is the first time 
that this flag ship event is being celebrated 
here in Bonn, and I am especially pleased by 
this." He continued that this event was about to 
"support and liven up what the UN are doing 
and to make visible what peace builders at 
local level all around the world are doing." 
Twelve organisations from the development 
and peacework field, mostly from Bonn and 
surrounding, but also from all over the country, 
collaborated to make this event possible.
Joisten is in favour of continuity: "I would like to 
see that this event in Bonn can give an impulse 
to bring the International Day of Peace, and as 
well the work of so many peace initiatives on 
the local level, more into the public 
awareness." Saying this, he pointed at the 
special role that Bonn as UN-City can play:"The 
town of Bonn likes to support these objectives, 
because there is a closely woven net of 
organisations that are occupied with 
development or peace issues."



Guiamel M. Alim (Kadtuntaya Foundation Philippines), Peacebuilder 

One of those who explore nonviolent routes to 
peace in the Philippines is Guiamel Alim, 
member of the Kadtuntaya Foundation. About 
his motivation he said: “Half of my life I have 
been a witness to the violence in my country that 
took even took place during my school days. So, 
the logical thing I then wanted to do was how to 
stop this violence, the ugly face of war.” In a 
common effort with many other people, 
Guiamel Alim achieved something incredible: 
zones of peace in the middle of a civil war. “It will 
start”, he described this process,  “from the 
assessment of the situation of the people. And 
when people become tired of war you will now 
start to find ways for peace. And it could only 
take dialogue and talking to them and helping 
them to find out what they think is best for their 
communities. And one of these ideas is the idea 
of the community to create a space. A space 
where you can continue to dialogue. A space 
respected by the warring parties, so that the 
communities can continue their daily life, earning 
their living, sending their children to school and – 
at least – feeling less fear than during war. It was 
not that simple as many people think: How can 
you create those things in the middle of war?”

Guiamel went on: "The basic thing is that 
there has to be a process of 
empowerment of the community. They 
must understand their own situation. They 
must be able to design their own future. 
And they must have the courage to face 
the enemies. And what they did was, to 
approach the military and say: We would 
like to declare this village as a zone of 
peace. And the military would tell them: 
How will you do that?" So the local people 
had to develop sophisticated negotiation 
skills, but in the end they succeeded in 
convincing both rebels and the army. 
Much creativity is required, and this was 
the process that Guiamel and other 
peacebuilders had supported and 
accompanied in their country.



Bosiljka Schedlich (südost Europa Kultur e.V./ foundation ÜBERBRÜCKEN, Berlin/Bosnia), 
Peacebuilder

"What is forgotten very soon is 
what rests within the people”, said 
Bosiljka Schedlich. “When there is 
peace restored outside, war is 
going to continue within the 
people." Bosiljka Schedlich has 
spent the last fourteen years to 
help people with their invisible 
wounds that affects the hearts 
and the souls of people. 



Another aspect was highlighted by Florence Mpaayei from the Nairobi Peace Initiative Africa. 
She said: "Carrying out peace work required actors, they are those who are being active on the 
ground, to help with prejudice reduction, to help with conflict transformation, helping people 
understand how to use dialogue, and how to look at issues, and not look at individuals, to see 
that the issue that they are dealing with, that is creating the problems, is separate from who we 
are and we can both dialogue, we can both find a common solution to our problem without 
necessarily reverting to violence. So you have to do work on the ground but you also need 
people to support this work. And that is for us partners like Bread for the World and others, having 
been very very instrumental in terms of providing resources in terms of funding. But also we need 
that link to policy makers. We need people to be voices in the West, especially when it comes to 
issues of small arms." She concluded: "Together, we are able to promote peace in our continent."



Martin Windfuhr, head of the Human Rights Department at the Diakonia, underlined the 
objectives of the day: "The peace day – and this is the way we want to celebrate it here – gives 
recognition and appreciation to those who engage themselves within their own societies and in 
other places to explore nonviolent ways to peace. And they do it under very very dangerous 
circumstances!"

Fulani, an international music band from Cologne accompanied the event in the Auditorium



Barbara Müller (Institut für Friedensarbeit und Gewaltfreie Konfliktaustragung IFGK) coordinated 
the activities that took place on the International Peace Day in Germany 2007



The "Roll of Remembrance" is a piece of art that recalls the victims of war on the Balkans and 
gives them a place. It is patchworked from little pieces of cloth in which the name of the victims 
have been stitched. The artist Anna Braegger has begun with the "Roll of Remembrance" and 
constantly augments it.

"Slogans for Plucking" are snapshots, with which the international network Peace in Action made 
passers-by in the city center of Bonn aware of the advent of the Peace Days – of the anti-war-
day on September 1st and the International Peace Day on September 21st. In the Museum of Fine 
Arts the path into the Auditorium was 'plastered' with slogans by artist Lena Freimüller.



“Peace is a hot issue” summarized Lena Freimueller, artist of the international network Peace In 
Action, their activities in Bonn in the weeks before the International Peace Day. During the breaks, 
participants took the chance to check their peace skills and to upgrade with other required 
qualities, like “persistence”, or “humour”.

The organisations which collaborated for this event were: Akademie für Konflikttransformation im 
Forum Ziviler Friedensdienst, Bonn; Aktionsgemeinschaft Dienst für den Frieden, Bonn; Brot für die 
Welt, Stuttgart; Evangelischer Entwicklungsdienst, Bonn; Frauennetzwerk für Frieden, Bonn; 
Friedensbildungswerk Köln; Institut für Friedensarbeit und Gewaltfreie Konfliktaustragung, 
Wahlenau; Misereor, Aachen; Netzwerk Friedenskooperative, Bonn; Plattform Zivile 
Konfliktbearbeitung, Berlin


